
BERLIN EXXON

The Exxon Station located at the intersection of Grays Corner Road and Ocean Gateway in Berlin, Maryland suffered 
an electrical fire in August 2023 that left the family business devastated.  More than 50 firefighters and 31 pieces of 
apparatus responded to the two-alarm fire, working for nearly four hours to extinguish the blaze.  Berlin Fire Company 
responders were assisted by Ocean City, Showell, Bishopville, Newark, Snow Hill, Ocean Pines, Selbyville, Frankford, 
Roxana, Dagsboro, Powellville, Willards and Pittsville volunteer fire companies. (Photo courtesy of OCFD)

Gillis Gilkerson was contracted to restore the iconic landmark, which began with a complete demolition of the interior of 
the existing structure, leaving only the building shell.  The structure was restored, including the complete re-installation 
of HVAC, electrical and plumbing systems. The fire-damaged portions of the exterior were rebuilt, and a brand-new 
EIFS exterior was installed, along with a new roof, and all-new glass storefronts, windows, doors and exterior lighting.  
The business interior was restored with new mill work, cabinetry and counter tops. 

The restoration process also created the opportunity to bring the convenience station up to current energy code, 
utilizing energy-efficient product options to construct a building that will perform for years to come. 

“It feels good restoring such a well-known landmark in the Berlin community”, said Gillis Gilkerson Project Manager Rich 
Hertzog.  “So many of us drive by the Exxon everyday, and I am so thrilled to be a part of getting them back in business.”
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